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AMERICAN NEUROLOGICAL ASSOCIATION. 

( Continued.) 


Twentieth Annual Meeting held at the Cosmos Club, 
Washington , D. C., on May jo and ji, June i, i8g^. 

Dr. Edward B. Angell presented 

A CASE OF INFANTILE HEMIPLEGIA, IMBE¬ 
CILITY AND EPILEPSY. CRANIOTOMY. 

MARKED IMPROVEMENT. (See page 657). 

DISCUSSION. 

Dr. C. K. Mills said he could only repeat what he 
had said in relation to Dr. Browning’s paper of yester¬ 
day, that if fluid were withdrawn, death would result. 

Dr. J. J. Putnam agreed with the last speaker, Dr. 
Mills. He said that the walls of cysts were difficult to 
remove. 

Dr. William A. Hammond, of Washington, D. C., 
said that he had recently performed craniotomy for 
imbecility in two cases. One was that of a man from 
Canada, eighteen years of age, who, in consequence of a 
fall from a steamship berth became an idiot. All the 
events of his early youth were forgotten. He remained 
this way some four years. Thinking it was a case for 
craniotomy, he told the father that the chances of re¬ 
covery were slight, but that he did not think the oper¬ 
ation itself would prove injurious. The father con¬ 
sented to the operation. In performing the craniotomy, 
a large sized trephine was used, and openings made in 
two places, over the supra-orbital notches. He rallied 
badly from the anaesthetic, so that it was necessary to 
give hypodermic injections of brandy and digitalis. 



SOCIETY REPORTS. 


741 

Four weeks later there was no improvement to be ob¬ 
served, but at the end of two months he began to show 
signs of amendment. He was subject to incoherent 
grief and laughter. This ceased and he was allowed to 
go out. He went home three months later. A letter 
had been recently received from the father, in which he 
stated that the boy was all right. In the other case, an 
opening as large as a silver dollar was made over the 
fissure of Rolando, and marked improvement resulted. 

The President said that he thought all cysts were 
not alike. There were some that communicated with 
the ventricles; some that were strictly limited, and 
among these many were due to old meningeal hemor¬ 
rhage. On opening the brain, one could not say at once 
what the size of a cyst was. If, after careful probing, it 
is found to be very large it should be let alone ; but if it 
involved only a very limited area it should be tapped, 
and if possible the cyst wells should be excised, if a 
closure cannot be effected in any other way. 

Dr. E. B. Angell, of Rochester, remarked that he 
considered it was a case of meningeal hemorrhage. 

Dr. C. H. Brown presented a paper on 

AMYOTROPHIC LATERAL SCLEROSIS OF THE 
FAMILY TYPE. (See page 707.) 

DISCUSSION. 

Dr. G. J. Preston, of Baltimore, said that a number 
of years ago, he had seen a case of acute poliomyelitis, 
which, after the acute attack had passed off, had assumed 
a spastic condition with exaggerated reflexes and ankle 
clonus. Neither the muscular atrophy, nor the corres¬ 
ponding paralysis was very extensive, and the patient 
made a good recovery. This case throws a good deal of 
light on the pathological processes at work, showing 
that they may begin in the nerve cells and pass into the 
tracts. 

Dr. Brown, in reply to a question from Dr. Jones said 
that there were no general sensory or pain symptoms ; 
the disease was slowly progressive, the regular system¬ 
atic course pointed to a nuclear disease, rare, and hard 
to classify. 



